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Computational approaches play an increasingly important role in mainstream historical linguistics. Along with
these contributions, we note an increased need for standards which drive the curation and sharing of data in
historical linguistics (annotated texts, wordlists, collections of structural data, information on phylogenies,
etc.). While there have been attempts towards standardization in the past, most prominently reflected in the
Cross-Linguistic Data Formats initiative (Forkel et al. 2018), which has been adopted by several teams working
on computational and quantitative approaches in the field of historical linguistics, there are still many types of
data for which no standards and examples of best practice exist, although they serve frequently as input or
output of studies in historical linguistics (e.g. language phylogenies as collected in Greenhill’s (2022) “Phlorest
collection”). Considering in addition that many new data collections have been published lately (Dellert et al.
2020, List et al. 2022, Kaiping and Klamer 2018), it seems about time to consolidate and discuss which
methods we have at our disposal in order to explore highly standardized collections of cross-linguistic data.

The workshop intends to bring together scholars from three different backgrounds: those who work actively
on the development of new standards for cross-linguistic data in historical linguistics in particular and
comparative linguistics in general, those who design new methods and workflows to explore and exploit
standardized data, and those who conduct full-scale analyses of standardized data in order to address concrete
scientific problems. The contributions to the workshop can be assigned to one of three key topics: (1) Standards
for Cross-Linguistic Data in Historical Linguistics, (2) Methods and Analyses for the Exploitation of
Standardized Cross-Linguistic Data, and (3) Research Questions Requiring New/Better Data. Contributions
related to key topic (1) present existing standards for linguistic data that have not yet been introduced in
historical linguistics, propose new standards for those cases in which standards are lacking, or discuss the role
that standards could or should play in historical linguistics (their use, their limits). Contributions to key topic
(2) present new methods by which standardized cross-linguistic data can be explored as well as new full-
fledged analyses in which specific research questions are addressed by means of workflows that involve
standardized cross-linguistic datasets. Contributions to key topic (3) initiate broader discussions on particular
research questions that cannot yet be solved but might be solved in the future if sufficiently standardized cross-
linguistic data would be available.
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Over the past few decades, historical linguistic research has been enriched with the creation of treebanks for
several ancient languages. Most developers have adopted the same annotation schemes employed for treebanks
of modern languages, often choosing between the two de facto standards of the Penn Treebank phrase-structure
format and the Prague Dependency Treebank (PDT) format. The PROIEL scheme
(https://dev.syntacticus.org/proiel.html), which integrates Dependency Grammar with elements of Lexical
Functional Grammar and was originally designed for a parallel treebank of translations of the Gospels in old
Indo-European (IE) languages, has been applied to several other texts and is nowadays regarded as a further
standard for the annotation of historical IE languages (Eckhoff et al. 2018). The multiplication of projects has
led to an ever-growing number of historical treebanks that are incompatible with one another. As a result, new
treebanks are created for languages that have already been annotated, but according to a different formalism
from the one adopted by the authors. Recently, the annotation scheme designed within the Universal
Dependency initiative (UD; Nivre et al. 2016, https://universaldependencies.org) has established itself as the
standard for dependency annotation. As it favors comparative research, several constituency and dependency
treebanks of ancient languages have been converted to UD (notably, we have no knowledge of dependency
treebanks being converted to the Penn scheme), and others are now being developed according to this scheme.
Yet the achievement of a comparable dataset for historical languages is still hampered by problems related to:
a) coverage and balance of each sub-corpus, b) errors caused by the conversion process, and c) the absence of
sufficiently clear and adequate guidelines for the annotation of historical languages.

In this paper, we present the state of the art, some issues and possible solutions to obtain corpora as
representative as possible of historical languages. In order not to contribute to the flourishing of individual
initiatives, we will open a UD working group dedicated to the annotation of such languages in UD: Universal
Dependency for Historical Languages (UD4HL). In this group, we plan to address the following issues with
the community. First, tools designed to convert the treebanks to the UD format, such as UDConverter
(https://github.com/thorunna/UDConverter) and proiel-cli (https://github.com/proiel/proiel-cli), need to be
further improved to produce cleaner outputs. Second, we aim to stimulate a revision process of both converted
and native UD treebanks that tackles one construction type at a time (cf. Brigada Villa et al. 2022 , Biagetti et
al. 2022): this will make it possible to fix errors caused by the conversion and to provide accurate and consistent
guidelines for the annotation of new texts. Finally, the conllu format employed by UD features a MISC
(miscellaneous) field that can be enriched with information that is not strictly syntactic but useful for studies
on the syntax of historical languages, and is currently underexploited. We propose to add various types of
information, such as e.g., metrical information for poetic texts or semantic information regarding the animacy
of verbal arguments (PROIEL that had such information in its native format, but this has not been included in
the UD converted treebanks). Findings and conclusions reached within the working group will be presented at
the conference.
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Historical linguistics involves the study of language change over time, and is often aided by the use of cross-
linguistic data. Cross-Linguistic Data Formats (CLDF, Forkel et al. 2018) provides a standardized way to
represent and exchange such data, while cldfbench (Forkel & List 2020) is a workflow model that facilitates
the management and analysis of CLDF data. In this study, we demonstrate how CLDF and cldfbench can be
used to tackle commonplace tasks in historical linguistics, such as analyzing word lists to identify cognates
and building phylogenies. By using CLDF as both input and output, we aim to show how these tools can help
streamline the process of working with cross-linguistic data in historical linguistics, from the initial stage of
collecting data from “old sources” (i.e., physical sources such as dictionaries and language documentation
materials) to the final stage of constructing phylogenies that represent the relationships between languages.

We will demonstrate how to automatically compute cognates (List 2018, List 2021) in word lists using
resources such as Concepticon (List 2022) and Glottolog (Hammarstrom 2022), and how to use these lists as
input for BEAST (Bouckaert et al. 2014) to compute phylogenies. Since cldfbench supports a workflow that
involves using “raw” source data and converting it to one or more CLDF datasets with the help of custom
configurations and/or additional Python code, we aim to showcase how this can be utilized to prepare datasets
for individual research questions. CLDF, cldfbench, and the aforementioned workflows can help researchers
to efficiently process and analyze large amounts of data, and facilitate the integration of data from multiple
sources.

Overall, our goal is to demonstrate the utility of CLDF and CldfBench for researchers in the field of historical
linguistics, and to encourage their adoption as standard tools for handling cross-linguistic data. By showcasing
innovative approaches to working with standardized cross-linguistic data, we hope to inspire new ideas and
perspectives on how to build fresh phyologenies from “old data”.
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The last few decades have seen the publication of many language phylogenies. These phylogenies have proven
to be incredibly powerful tools for making inferences about language relationships (e.g. Gray, Drummond,
and Greenhill 2009; Kolipakam et al. 2018; Remco R. Bouckaert, Bowern, and Atkinson 2018; Chang et al.
2015; Greenhill et al. 2022), or as a backbone for testing hypotheses about language change (e.g. Dunn et al.
2011), linguistic reconstructions (e.g. Carling and Cathcart 2021), and evolutionary processes (e.g. Greenhill
et al. 2017). Often the results of these phylogenetic studies are repurposed by other researchers to test other
hypotheses Watts et al. (2016). Or the results themselves are controversial e.g. witness the arguments about
the age of Indo-European Chang et al. (2015) or the debates about language universals Dryer (2011).

We therefore need good ways for researchers to obtain, inspect, compare them, and reuse these phylogenies.
However, to date this re-use is hard, often requiring detailed phylogenetic knowledge to identify the relevant
files, understand their formats, and extract the critical information. Phlorest is a database of published language
phylogenies that aims to standardise the outputs of these analyses to make them Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, and Reusable (Wilkinson et al. 2016). Phlorest collects published language phylogenies into a
single database in a consistent and easily usable format (CLDF, Forkel et al. 2018). Currently, Phlorest contains
42 phylogenies, covering a total of 4266 varieties from 2172 languages. Each analysis is preprocessed to a
consistent format, providing a summary tree and a posterior tree sample, linked where possible to the raw data.
Each taxon in the analysis is mapped to catalogues like Glottolog (https://glottolog.org) and D-PLACE
(https://d-place.org/) so that users can readily identify which languages were included in each analysis.

In this talk we will present Phlorest and discuss the benefits it provides. First, phlorest enables replicability
and reuse of these trees. Second, having these phylogenies aligned in time and space enables us to compare
patterns and processes across the globe. Third, phlorest allows us to scale up to bigger questions by combining
trees into super trees. Finally, phlorest allows us to highlight interesting big picture findings from historical
linguistics to the wider public, providing a highly visible resource that brings this research to a wider audience.
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In any workflow for computational historical linguistics, tokenization of IPA sequences is a crucial
preprocessing step, as it shapes the alignments which provide the input of algorithms for cognate detection
and proto-form reconstruction. This is also true for EtInEn (Dellert 2019), our forthcoming integrated
development environment for etymological theories. An EtInEn project can be created from any CLDF
database such as the ones that have been aggregated and unified by the Lexibank initiative (List ea. 2022).
Whereas the tools for preparing CLDF databases (Forkel & List 2020) encourage the application of a uniform
tokenization across all languages in a dataset, our view is that in many contexts, it is more natural to tokenize
phonetic sequences in ways that differ between languages. To provide a simple example, many geminates in
Italian need to be aligned to consonant clusters in other Romance languages (e.g. notte vs. Romanian noapte
"night"), which is much easier if they are tokenized into two instances of the same consonant, whereas
geminates in Swedish are best treated as cognate to their shortened counterparts in other Germanic languages.

To provide comprehensive support for such cases, EtInEn includes configurable language-specific tokenizers
as an additional abstraction layer that allows to reshape forms after the import, and also serves as a generic
way to bridge phonetic surface forms and the underlying forms that historical linguists are primarily interested
in. Each tokenizer is defined by a token alphabet which is used for greedy tokenization, a list of allophone sets
which can be used to abstract over irrelevant subphonemic distinctions, and a list of non-IPA symbols that are
defined in terms of phonetic features. The initial state of each tokenizer is based on an analysis of the tokens
used by the imported CLDF database. Tokenizer definitions are stored in a human-editable plain-text format
which we would like to propose as a new standard.

In EtInEn, tokenizer definitions are manipulated through a graphical editor in which the potential tokens for
each language are arranged in the familiar layout of consonant and vowel charts, enhanced by additional panels
for diphthongs and tones. Currently defined tokens are highlighted, and allophone sets are summarized under
their canonical symbols. Basic edit operations serve to group several sounds into an allophone set, and to join
or split a multi-symbol sequence, such as a diphthong or a sound with a coarticulation. More complex
operations support workflows for parallel configuration of multiple tokenizers.

Additional non-IPA symbols can be given semantics in terms of a combination of phonetic features, and
declared to be part of the token set for any language. On the representational level, this provides the option to
use non-IPA symbols for form display, whereas underlyingly, the system will interpret the symbols in terms
of their features. On the conceptual level, underspecified definitions provide support for metasymbols. In
addition to some predefined metasymbols (such as V for vowels and C for consonants), the user can assign
additional symbols to arbitrary classes of sounds. These are then available throughout EtInEn for various
purposes, such as concisely representing the conditioning environments for a soundlaw, or summarizing the
probabilistic output of an automated reconstruction module.

In addition to configurable tokenizers, EtInEn provides the option to define form-specific tokenization
overrides, allowing to substitute the result of automated tokenization with any sequence over the current token
alphabet for the relevant language. This is currently our strategy for handling otherwise challenging
phenomena such as metathesis or root-pattern morphology, which we normalize into alignable and
concatenative representations. This forms a bridge to existing standards for representing morphology in the
CLDF framework (e.g. Schweikhard & List 2020), which currently only support the annotation of morpheme
boundaries in terms of simple splits in phonetic IPA sequences.
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Regularly recurring sound correspondences are the main tools of the comparative method (Anttila 1972; Lass
1997). The cognate judgements which are based on these correspondences are also used in the phylogenetic
approaches to historical linguistics that have received widespread attention in recent years (Greenhill et al.
2020). However, regularity is often more an intuitive notion than a quantified evaluation, and irregularity is
argued to be more common than expected from the Neogrammarian hypothesis (Durie & Ross 1996; Labov
1981). Given the recent devel- opment of computational methods in historical linguistics and the availability
of cross-linguistic comparative formats (Forkel et al. 2018; List 2019), we are now able to improve our
workflows in this regard.

We provide a computational machinery that can be used as a means to improve the anno- tation of cognates in
a standardized data set. For this, we focus on a quantitative measure for assessing the regularity of sound
correspondences across cognates. This can, for example, be used to compare the results of different automated
methods of cognate judgements and align- ments, or to identify possible errors in expert cognate annotations.
Our workflow proceeds in four stages. In the first stage, we carry out a phonetic alignment analysis (List et al.
2018) of all cognate sets in a standardized wordlist. In the second stage, we preprocess the phonetic alignments
by excluding spurious alignment sites (columns in a multiple phonetic alignment). In the third stage, we search
for recurring correspondences across our aligned cognate sets and determine potentially regular
correspondence patterns. In a fourth stage, we score the overall regularity of the individual cognate sets in our
data by counting how many sites in the align- ments can be represented by recurring (regular) correspondence
patterns, and how many are unique.

In the talk, we showcase the functionality of this workflow using data from the Pano-Tacanan language family.
We will focus on two key issues: the automated detection of potential false positive cognate judgements, as
well as the detection of potential false negatives. Potential false positives are identified as words in a cognate
set with very low regularity in the correspondence patterns across the data set. For the detection of potential
false negatives, we compare two different sets of cognate annotations of the same data. If no second expert
annotation is available, the first annotation can be compared to an automated judgement of cognacy (List
2019). We identify all cognate words above a custom regularity threshold that are assigned different cognacy
in the first set of annotations, but are part of the same cognate set in the second annotation. We show how
different thresholds influence the results and discuss possible further applications and developments of this
workflow.
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7 Exploring the Geographical Distribution of Missing Data Using Approximate Gaussian
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Gaussian processes (GPs) have several qualities that make them well-suited to spatial statistics, as they allow
us to add non-linear effects to a model in a flexible way (see e.g. McElreath, 2020, Chapter 14, for an
explanatory example). A GP essentially estimates the effect that every observation has on every other
observation in the form of a covariance matrix, which can then be used, for example, as a predictor in a model.
In linguistic typology, they have been used as a way to control for spatial autocorrelation between languages,
as well as for inferring probable ranges of contact between languages (Guzman Naranjo & Mertner, 2022).
However, they can be prohibitively slow to use with large datasets, such as the global sample of languages
included in WALS or Glottolog. Therefore, in order to use them on such large datasets, an approximation of
the GP is required.

One of the cases in which a large dataset is necessary to make meaningful inferences is in the exploration of

the distribution of missing data in linguistic databases such as WALS (Dryer & Haspelmath, 2013) and ASJP

(Wichmann et al., 2022). Using approximate GPs implemented in the programming language Stan (Stan

Development Team), the present study will focus on uncovering areal biases in the distribution of missing

linguistic data. Geographical and social correlates which could help explain the causal factors behind a higher

or lower density of missing data in a particular area will also be tested, such as landscape roughness, climate,

and population size. A better understanding of the factors which lead to geographical imbalances in the

distribution of missing data could, among other things, improve our ability to impute missing data as part of

statistical modelling work.
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